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INTRODUCTIONS



Process & 
Schedule



1. To understand the community’s VISION   
     for the future of North Okaloosa.

2. To work with the community to develop a 
   PLAN to help achieve that vision.

PURPOSE OF THIS PROJECT



Process Deliverable 2

Deliverable 1



PUBLIC INPUT PROGRAM

Public meetings, including

Town Hall meeting during the week-long 
community workshop

Town Hall meetings to discuss potential changes to 
the comprehensive plan and land development code 

Presentations to local planning agency and the 
board of county commissioners
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Public Meetings  |  Deliverables  |  Context



What did 
we hear?



P ROJ ECT  W E B S I T E



2  TOW N  H A L L S



COMMENTS BY CATEGORY





MAIN CATEGORIES OF CONCERN



K EY  F I N D I N G S -  I N I T I A L  TOW N  H A L L S

• Strong desire to preserve the rural and agricultural 
character of North Okaloosa County.

• Concern with inadequate infrastructure associated with 
existing development patterns and future growth in the 
community.

• Alarm regarding a lack of transparency and inadequate 
coordination in managing growth.



Why is this 
happening?



The South 
Drives the 
Nation’s 
Population 
Growth
U S  c e n s u s



Florida Drives the 
South’s Population 
Growth
U S  c e n s u s

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2023/population-trends-return-to-pre-pandemic-norms.html

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2023/population-trends-return-to-pre-pandemic-norms.html
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WHY?
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Population Growth 2020-2023

Okaloosa Florida

2020-2023: 

2022-2023: 

Okaloosa County is Growing
U S  c e n s u s
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North Okaloosa County 
is Growing Faster

U S  c e n s u s

Population Change 2020-2023

Crestview and Laurel Hill Unincoporated County Other Municipalties

Source: University of Florida BEBR

Over the past three years, 
67% of the growth in 

Okaloosa County occurred 
in Crestview, Laurel Hill and 
the unincorporated areas of 

the County.



Community Vision

Comprehensive Plan

Land Development Code

the framework for growth and development
Elements

Future Land Use ………………………........
B. Transportation
C. Housing
 ...

Goals, Objectives, and Policies
• Densities 
• Zoning Districts

- detailed regulations for land use, development, and construction
Chapters

Zoning Regulations …………….
II. Administration
III. Concurrency
  

Zoning Categories
• Allowable uses
• Design standards

GROWTH MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE



FUTURE LAND USE



FUTURE LAND USE |  RURAL RESIDENTIAL



FUTURE LAND USE |  RURAL RESIDENTIAL



CONSIDERATIONS



PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS

Regulatory taking
When government regulations diminish 
property value or use without adequate 
compensation, infringing property rights.



PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS

The Bert J. Harris Act
Enhances private property rights by setting 
standards for a regulatory taking within Florida 
statutes.
 - investment-backed expectations 
 - inordinate burden 



16 units/acre

Purchased 
2022

Medium Density Residential Low Density Residential 

4 units/acre

2023
County 
Enacts

Future Land 
Use Map 
Change

2023 

POTENTIAL BERT J.  HARRIS CLAIM



NEXT STEPS



June/July
• Baseline Analysis of Existing Conditions (Task 2)
• Capital Improvement Planning Overview (Task 3)
• Areas of Development Constraint (Task 4)
August
• Local Planning Analysis (Task 5)
October
• Draft Final Report/Recommendations (Task 6)
November/December
• Proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment Process (Task 7)
Future Town Halls/Presentations Throughout

MOVING FORWARDMoving Forward





• Share Progress and Documents

• Get Feedback with , Interactive 
Gamification & Surveys

• Promote Events

Project Website



OKALOOSA COUNTY, FL
NORTH

THANK YOU
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