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INTRODUCTIONS



1. To understand the community’s VISION   
     for the future of North Okaloosa.

2. To work with the community to develop a 
    PLAN to help achieve that vision.

PURPOSE OF THIS PROJECT



Process Deliverable 2

Deliverable 1



PUBLIC INPUT PROGRAM

Public meetings, including

Town Hall meeting during the week-long 
community workshop

Town Hall meetings to discuss potential changes to 
the comprehensive plan and land development code 

Presentations to local planning agency and the 
board of county commissioners
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Public Meetings  |  Deliverables  |  Context



What is 
happening?

Qualitative & Quantitative Data

Where Are We Now?  |  Where Do We Want To Go?  |  How Do We Get There?



The South 
Drives the 
Nation’s 
Population 
Growth
U S  c e n s u s



Florida Drives the 
South’s Population 
Growth
U S  c e n s u s

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2023/population-trends-return-to-pre-pandemic-norms.html

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2023/population-trends-return-to-pre-pandemic-norms.html
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WHY?
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Population Growth 2020-2023

Okaloosa Florida

2020-2023: 

2022-2023: 

Okaloosa County is Growing
U S  c e n s u s
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North Okaloosa County 
is Growing Faster

U S  c e n s u s

Population Change 2020-2023

Crestview and Laurel Hill Unincoporated County Other Municipalties

Source: University of Florida BEBR

Over the past three years, 
67% of the growth in 

Okaloosa County occurred 
in Crestview, Laurel Hill and 
the unincorporated areas of 

the County.



P ROJ ECT  W E B S I T E



2  TOW N  H A L L S



COMMENTS BY CATEGORY





MAIN CATEGORIES OF CONCERN



K EY  F I N D I N G S -  I N I T I A L  TOW N  H A L L S

• Strong desire to preserve the rural and agricultural 
character of North Okaloosa County.

• Concern with inadequate infrastructure associated with 
existing development patterns and future growth in the 
community.

• Alarm regarding a lack of transparency and inadequate 
coordination in managing growth.



FL Planning 

101

Introduce Bert J Harris  |  Opportunities & Constraints



THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

What is a comprehensive plan?

A document designed to guide the future actions of a 
jurisdiction. It presents a vision for a community’s 

future with long range goals, objectives, and policies

The comprehensive plan also serves to:
• Help residents identify their vision for the community’s future
• Coordinate local decision making
• Provide guidance to landowners and developers



CHANGES TO THE PLAN

Why Change?
• Allows for the community to update its vision for future growth
• Empowers the jurisdiction to plan, rather than react, to new 

development
• Provides an opportunity for the community to re-evaluate its current 

decision-making practices
• Allows for a reevaluation of service standards for public facilities and 

services 
• Empowers the community to identify and address existing and 

projected opportunities
• Required by Florida Statutes



THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE

What is the intent? 

• Implement goals, objectives, and policies of the comprehensive plan 

• Consistency

• Promote public health, safety, and welfare of citizens

• Provide responsibilities/procedures for code administration

• Provide law requirements regarding zoning, development orders and permits, and 
development regulations 

• Provide certainty in the land development and growth management process





WHY?
North Okaloosa is experiencing rapid conversion 

from rural to suburban development. 

CHANGING COMMUNITY CHARACTER



LAND USE |  RURAL RESIDENTIAL

Allowable density may be two (2) dwelling units per acre subject to the following conditions.  
a. For the creation of one or two one-half acre lots access may be provided from a recorded easement. 
b.  b. for the creation of more than two one-half acre lots each lot must have access from a county or state-

maintained roadway. The construction of a new road with subsequent dedication to the county will be 
considered a county-maintained roadway. The creation of more than three lots shall be considered a subdivision 
subject to county subdivision regulations. 

To provide areas for low density residential land uses and residential 
development that is not directly related to agricultural activities but 
still provides an opportunity for residential living in a rural setting 
which may include agricultural and recreation activities as well as 
keeping of animals, hobby farms, ranchettes, or estate lots. 

Purpose



LAND USE |  RURAL RESIDENTIAL



LAND USE |  RURAL RESIDENTIAL



LAND USE |  AGRICULTURE

Purpose

Allowable Density: No more than one (1) dwelling unit per ten (10) acres. One (1) dwelling unit per one (1) acre may be allowed when the 
following conditions are met.  
a. Access for each 1 acre lot shall be from an existing state or county maintained roadway. 
b.  b. Each 1 acre lot shall have a minimum of 50 feet frontage on said state or county-maintained roadway.  
c. c. Where two or less 1 acre lots are created access may be from a recorded easement. Future Land Use   2.1.19   
d. d. Development shall not be permitted in conservation areas or floodways.  

The provisions of a – e above shall not be applicable to lands classified as “prime farmland” by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. In these 
areas density shall be 1 du per 10 acres. 
Allowable Intensity: Nonresidential intensity shall be limited to a floor area ratio of 0.10 and impervious surface coverage no greater than 55%. 

To provide areas for the production of plants and animals useful to  
humans including to a variable extent the preparation of plant and 
animal products for human use by sale or otherwise. This category is 
also suitable for preservation of green spaces, conservation uses, 
outdoor recreation, and public/institutional uses. 



FUTURE LAND USE



OKALOOSA COUNTY, FL
NORTH

NEXT STEPS



GIS ANALYSES

County-Owned Properties

Roads

Parks



Documented key data from:
• Okaloosa County
• Crestview Utilities
• Milligan Water
• Auburn Water
• Holt Water
• Baker Water
• Heritage Plantation Plant (Sewer only)
Remaining Coordination with:
• Laurel Hill Water
• North Florida Community Water Systems (Blackman Service Area)

UTILITY COORDINATION



Workshop Week May 6-10

GIS Analyses
Additional 

Stakeholder 
Meetings

Policy Review of 
Comprehensive 
Plan and Land 
Development 

Code

3 Public 
Workshops

Mapping 
Exercises



June/July
• Baseline Analysis of Existing Conditions (Task 2)
• Capital Improvement Planning Overview (Task 3)
• Areas of Development Constraint (Task 4)
August
• Local Planning Analysis (Task 5)
October
• Draft Final Report/Recommendations (Task 6)
November/December
• Proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment Process (Task 7)
Future Town Halls/Presentations Throughout

MOVING FORWARD



• Share Progress and Documents

• Get Feedback with , Interactive 
Gamification & Surveys

• Promote Events

Project Website



THANK YOU
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