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PROJECT TEAM/BACKGROUND

1. WHO ARE WE?

2. WHY ARE WE HERE?

• Where are you from?
• How long have you lived here?
• How many of you live in unincorporated Polk County?



PROJECT TEAM/BACKGROUND
POLK VISION

• What have we heard so far?



PROJECT TEAM/BACKGROUND

What is the 
oldest city 
in Polk 
County?



PROJECT TEAM/BACKGROUND

When was 
Polk created?



PROJECT TEAM/BACKGROUND

Start of 
phosphate 
mining?



PROJECT TEAM/BACKGROUND

Start
of citrus?

Source: Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources



PROJECT TEAM/BACKGROUND
POLK ZONING HISTORY

• 1970 – 1st Zoning Code
• 1971 – 1st Zoning Map
• 1973 – 1st Comprehensive Plan
• 1985 – State Growth Management Act
• 1991 – Current Comprehensive Plan and map series 

(as amended) (2030)
• 2000 – Land Development Code
• 2010 – Significant Comprehensive Plan update
• 2024 – Comprehensive Plan 2050 - Rewrite



THE PLAN UPDATE
What is a Comprehensive Plan?

A document designed to guide the future actions of a 
jurisdiction. It presents a vision for a community’s future 

with long range goals, objectives, and policies

The Comprehensive Plan also serves to:
• Help residents identify their vision for the future of 

the community

• Coordinate local decision making

• Provide guidance to landowners and developers



THE PLAN UPDATE

Public School FacilitiesConservation

Recreation & Open Space

Intergovernmental Coordination

TransportationFuture Land Use

Capital Improvement Element

Housing

Elements of the Plan

Economic

Infrastructure

Property Rights



THE PLAN UPDATE
Why Update?

• Allows for the community to update its vision for 
future growth

• Empowers the jurisdiction to plan, rather than react, 
to new development

• Provides an opportunity for the community to re-
evaluate its current decision-making practices

• Allows for a reevaluation of service standards for 
public facilities and services 

• Empowers the community to identify and address 
existing and projected opportunities

• Required by Florida Statutes



THE PLAN UPDATE

Redevelopment 
Areas

Community 
Concerns

Natural Resources/ 
Water Protection

Freight 
Mobility/Safety

Rapidly Advancing 
Transportation 

Tech.

Non-Residential 
Location Criteria

Adaptive 
Reuse

Warehouse/ 
Distribution



THE PLAN UPDATE

https://www.inspire-engagement.com/polk-county-comp-plan

SCAN 
ME!



THE PLAN UPDATE

October 22, 2024: Public Workshop #6

RESCHEDULED DATE

RESCHEDULED DATE



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT

679,000
ACRES

340,200
ACRES



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT
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Historic Polk Countywide Permanent Population

County Incorporated Unincorporated
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725,046

115,473

448,898

280,148

Source: U.S Census Bureau, 1970-2020



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT
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2025- 2050 Population Projections for Unincorporated Polk County

Permanent Seasonal Total

579,493

77,243

502,250

665,765

102,391

768,155

Source: University of Florida BEBR, Inspire Placemaking Collective, 2024



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT

2.60
Average

household
size

70.7%
Homeownership

30.3
Average travel time to

Work (in minutes)

59.1%
# of employed people 

who live & work in
the county



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT



COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT



DIGITAL SURVEY
VISIT

https://www.inspire-engagement.com/polk-county-comp-plan

SCAN

OR



What are the top concerns you have related to 
future growth within the County? (Top 5 Results) 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Crime

Housing Affordability

Impact on the natural environment

Traffic congestion

Infrastructure (roadways, utilities, etc.)

PERCENT



What should be prioritized within the 
Comprehensive Plan update?

#
 1 #

 2 #
 3

#
 5

PRIORITY PRIORITY PRIORITY

PRIORITY

Preserve & 
conserve our 

natural 
environment 
and wildlife 

habitats

Improve and 
expand 

roadway 
infrastructure

Ensure an 
adequate 

water supply 
for existing 
and future 

populations

Ensure 
residents of all 
income levels 
have safe and 

affordable 
housing 
options

#
 4

PRIORITY

Top 5 answers

Protect rural 
& agricultural 

lands by 
directing 
growth to 

areas already 
served by 

infrastructure



What type of development should the 
County prioritize within the next 25 years?

LIMITED
51.42%

URBAN
23.48%

SUBURBAN
10.73%

NO 

GROWTH
14.37%

a limit on the 
number of acres 
amended per year, 
limit on number of 
permits, etc.

medium to high density, mix of 
single and multi-family housing, 

several available modes of 
transportation

low density, primarily 
single-family housing, 

car-dependent



NEXT STEPS

1 VISIT THE SITE: https://www.inspire-engagement.com/polk-county-comp-plan 2 Attend Workshop #7

November 2024

SCAN ME!



TONIGHT’S ACTIVITIES

A

B

C

D

COMMUNITY VISION EXERCISE

POPULATION GROWTH ACTIVITY

COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT BOARDS

IDEA WALL



THANK YOU!
POLK PROSPER 2050: PUBLIC WORKSHOP #6
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