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PROJECT WEBSITE
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LDC UPDATE – STAFF INPUT

1. What currently works well within the LDC? What currently works poorly? 

2. How do you think residents feel about recently built developments? 

3. What is the public’s perception of the development review process? What is 
the perception from developers? 

4. What, if any, are the most common complaints about the LDC? Do you 
agree/disagree? 

5. Do you feel the County has a high volume of variance requests? If so, what 
are the most common variances requested? 

6. Do you feel that natural resources are sufficiently protected from new 
development? 



Section Inspire Comment Staff Response Action

General Comments – 
Conservation Subdivision 
Standards

Propose combining Division 3, Division 4, and 
Division 5, and reorganize the proposed division 
to address nonconforming Lots, Structures, and 
Uses separately.

We have some codes we will send 
under separate cover

Pending receipt.  We incorporated the draft 
regulations provided by staff into chapter 7. 
However, we also included the point system 
from the FLUE. Would need a comp plan 
amendment to ensure the proposed new 
language is consistent with the Plan at 
adoption time.

Article III. Administration – 
Section 13-350(b)(1)(a) & (b) – 
Lots in a Minor Subdivision

This is a simple fix to update the numbers. 
However, we will also need to update Sec. 13-
312(b)(1) that also calls out up to five lots as 
minor.  Will also need to updated Sec. 13-
312(c)(1)a that defines major development.

NC Simplified 13-312 to only refer to “minor” 
and “major” instead of number of lots. 
Updated 13-350.

Article IV. Zoning – Section 
13-422 – Class A Mobile 
Homes

Fix table to allow mobile homes in R2C, R4C, 
and R6C. 

Class A mobile homes in R2C, R4C & 
R6C (see notes in Number 20)

Added. 

Article VI. Accessory, 
Temporary, and Specific Use 
Standards – Section 13-634 – 
setback standards

The 2019 draft proposes taking applications to 
the PZSM. Recommend creating a different 
category – Pet Day Care and making it P in 
certain commercial districts.

I am ok with that, we need to think 
about allowing chickens on 1 ac 
tracts.

Allowing pet day care and grooming as 
personal service. Fowl (>10 per acre) 
currently allowed in RR5 (& C), RR2.5 (& 
C), AND RR1 (& C). Backyard chickens 
should be addressed in Chapter 4 
(Animal Control) of the code of 
ordinances. But see new section 13-561 
(farm and non-farm animals)

LDC UPDATE - MATRIX
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LDC UPDATE - ONLINE SURVEY

How can the County ensure that new growth 
occurs in a manner which retains what you feel 
makes Sumter County an ideal place to live, work, 
play, and grow? 

What uses would you like to see developed less often 
within the County moving forward? Please provide up to 
three answers.
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MAJOR CHANGES

Article I. General Provisions

Article II. Definitions

Article III. Administration

Article IV. Zoning

Article V. General Development Standards 

Article VI. Accessory, Temporary, and 
Specific Use Standards 

Article VII. Floodplain Management 

Article I. General Provisions

Article II. Definitions 

Article III. Administration

Article IV. Zoning 

Article V. Accessory, Temporary, and Specific Use 
Standards

Article VI. Access, Circulation, Parking

Article VII. Development, Design, and Utilities

Article VIIII. Landscaping Standards

Article IX. Resource Protection Standards

Article X. Sign Standards

Article XI. Floodplain Management 

PROPOSEDCURRENT

TOC



ARTICLE I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Contents:

Division 1. General 

Division 2. Abrogation and Severability

Division 3. Vesting and Nonconforming Situations

Division 4. Eminent Domain Lots

 

Major Changes:

•  “Director” changed “County 
Administrator or designee”

• Cleaned up the non-conforming 
section to address lots, uses, and 
structures

MAJOR CHANGES Art. I



ARTICLE II. DEFINITIONS Major Changes:

• Deleted terms not used in the LDC
• Moved standards out of definitions
• Incorporated Section 13-201, Abbreviations
• Added or updated definitions for: 

MAJOR CHANGES

Contents:

Section 13-200. Definitions

Section 13-201. Abbreviations

• Alcoholic beverage 
establishment

• Assisted living facility
• Boathouse
• Bond or irrevocable letter of 

credit
• Business service
• Campground 
• Density or gross density for 

hotels/motels and ALFs 
• Dwelling unit – clarified 

“kitchen”
• Family day care home

• Flag lot
• Hardscape
• Imperiled Species
• Livestock
• Lot front
• Personal services
• Road setback – clarified 

measurements

Art. II



Major Changes:

• Provided for development review fee refunds

• Changed from 90 days to 12 months the time when a 
denied application can be resubmitted.

• Deleted “Conceptual Plan” from Table 13-313A as the 
term is not used in the LDC

• Cleaned up review criteria for various applications

• Specified the number of extensions allowed for use 
permits (two 1-year extensions)

• Eliminated categories for Change of Occupancy 
Permit

• Allow de minimis code deviations

• Restored previous code provision allowing split of 
large rural lots without platting (10-ac min)

• Clarified that Preliminary Plat review is optional

MAJOR CHANGES
ARTICLE III. ADMINISTRATION 

Contents:

Division 1. Approving Authorities

Division 2. Development Approval Process

Division 3. LDC and Zoning Map 
Amendments

Division 4. Use Permits

Division 5. Development Permits

Division 6. Subdivision Procedures

Division 7. Appeals and Variances

Division 8. Concurrency Management

 

Art. III



ARTICLE IV. ZONING 

Contents:

Division 1. Generally

Division 2. Zoning Districts

District 3. Planned Unit Development District

District 4. Overlay Zones

MAJOR CHANGES

• Eliminated AC (not used) and REC zoning 
districts. REC combined with PIE

• Consolidated planned development districts 
(MPD, RRPUD, RVPUD, CP, and IP) into a single 
PUD district.

• Established setback from water bodies (15’ min.)

• Clarified lineal descent subdivision standards

• Eliminated joint ownership provisions

• Clarified lot front (shortest distance along road)

• Eliminated option to use smallest setback 
within 1,000 feet.

• Eliminated minimum living area standards

• Added 2 columns to table of uses – cross-
reference to standards and NAICS code

Art. IV

Major Changes:

• Lot with split zoning – changed to largest 
shall prevail

• Revised Table 13-41A, Future Land Use and 
Zoning District Correlation



MAJOR CHANGES Art. IV



Minor changes to non-residential 
zoning districts dimensional 
standards table (Table 13-425A).

Maximum building height in CN 
changed from 35’ to:

• 20’ for single use

• 35’ for vertical mixed-use

MAJOR CHANGES Art. IV
RR5, 
RR5C

RR2.5, 
RR2.5C

RR1, 
RR1C

R2M, 
R2C

R4M, 
R4C

R6M, 
R6C

HDR-12, 
HDR-24

Min. lot area 5 ac 2.5 ac 1 ac 21,780 
Sq. Ft.

10,890 
Sq. Ft.

7,260 
Sq. Ft.

21,780 Sq. 
Ft.

Min. lot width 
(ft.) 

225 165 100 75 60 50 100

Min. setback 
from road right 
of way 

See Section 13-503(d)

Min. side and rear 
setbacks 1 

15 15 15 10 10 10 15

Max. building 
height by right 

35 35 35 35 35 35 60

A10, 
A10C CN CL CH CR ID PIE

Min. lot area1 10 ac 7,500 Sq. Ft. 10,000 Sq. 
Ft.

15,000 Sq. 
Ft.

1 ac 1 ac -

Min. lot width (ft.) 330 50 75 100 200 150 -

Min. setback from road ROW See Section 13-503(d)

Min. side and rear setbacks 20 10 10 15 20 20 20

Max. building height 35 20 single 
use;

35 vertical 
mixed use

50 50 50 35 50



ARTICLE V. ACCESSORY, TEMPORARY, AND SPECIFIC USE STANDARDS 

MAJOR CHANGES

Contents:

Division 1. General

Division 2. Accessory Use & Structures

Division 3. Temporary Uses and Structures

Division 4. Specific Use Standards

Major Changes:

• Clarifies there is no limit to the number of accessory 
units in agricultural and rural residential districts

• Clarifies there is a limit of 3 accessory uses/ structures 
in all other districts

• Combined Guest Cottages with Accessory Dwelling 
Units (ADUs)

• ADUs do not count for density purposes

• Clarified standards for accessory structures in RV parks

• Added standards for swimming pool enclosures

• Added provision for yard/garage sales (3-day in 30-day 
period)

• Cleaned up alcoholic beverage section

• Revised RV park section. 

Art. V



ARTICLE VI. ACCESS, CIRCULATION, AND PARKING

MAJOR CHANGES

Contents:
Division 1. Roadway Standards
Division 2. On-site Traffic Circulation, Parking, 

and Loading

Major Changes
• Clarified requirement for a traffic impact 

analysis for both major and minor 
development

• Updated references to the County’s 
Engineering Standards Manual and 
eliminated references to FDOT’s Green 
Book

• Reduced the size of grass parking spaces 
(12x24 to standard)

• Added provision regarding parking of 
commercial vehicles in residential 
neighborhoods.

• Added standard for minimum drive-
through lane stacking (5 spaces) 
regardless of use.

Art. VI



MAJOR CHANGES Art. VI



ARTICLE VII. DEVELOPMENT, DESIGN, AND UTILITIES 

MAJOR CHANGES

Contents:
Division 1. Subdivision Standards
Division 2. Utilities Standards
Division 3. Drainage and Stormwater 

Management Standards
Division 4. Safety and Nuisance Standards

Major Changes
• Provides standards for Flag Lots 
• Clarified requirements for access easements 

for non-platted sites
• Incorporates standards for Conservation 

subdivisions (density bonus) to implement 
Comprehensive Plan directives (moving away 
from point system)

• Simplified language requiring that PUDs, RV 
parks, and individual RV sites be served by a 
central water and sewer system

• Provides standards for rural fire protection 
(areas outside service area of pressurized 
source)

• Added subsection prohibiting illicit discharge into 
stormwater system

Art. VII



ARTICLE VIII. LANDSCAPING STANDARDS 

MAJOR CHANGES

Contents:
Section 13-800. Tree Protection
Section 13-801. Landscaping Standards
Section 13-802. Buffer Standards

Major Changes
• Moved definitions to Art. II.
• Requires light pole placement to avoid interfering 

with trees in landscape islands
• Provides a 5-foot-wide landscape strip along the 

property line abutting another site 
• New, simplified table of Required Buffers 

Art. VIII



MAJOR CHANGES Art. VIII



Article IX. RESOURCE PROTECTION STANDARDS

MAJOR CHANGES

Contents:
Section 13-900. Wetlands
Section 13-901. Surface Water Quality
Section 13-902. Groundwater 

Quantity/Quality 
Section 13-903. Groundwater 

Quantity/Quality
Section 13-904. Water Disposal
Section 13-905. Air Quality.
Section 13-906. Historic Preservation
Section 13-907. Soils

Major Changes
• Clarified requirements for Letter of Clearance from 

the Florida Division of Historical Resources for 
proposed developments

Art. IX



MAJOR CHANGES
Article X. SIGN STANDARDS

Contents:
Section 13-1000. General
Section 13-1001. Design Standards
Section 13-1002. Private signs and temporary 

displays on public property

Major Changes
• Added note stating that signs are valid for the 

life of the sign, unless changes are made
• Establishing size and height standards
• Prohibiting

o flutter signs, streamers, balloons, wind signs, 
wind activated banners, natural or man-made 
air inflatables, pennants and other fixed aerial 
signage 

o Attached signs taller than the building

Art. X



MAJOR CHANGES
Article XI. FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT

Contents:
Division 1. Administration
Division 2. Flood Resistant Development 

No Changes

Art. XI
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PUBLIC INPUT

A BBOARDS WEBSITE

pz@sumtercountyfl.gov
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