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Welcome & Introductions
SW Gainesville Community Meeting
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"This is an important opportunity for people in southwest Gainesville 
to tell us what they value and what needs improvement," said 
Gainesville City Commissioner Casey Willits. "We want to hear about 
the quality of housing, whether people bike or walk, how they use 
parks and green space, if they rely on RTS bus service—essentially 
what changes they envision and where we should focus our 
attention."
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Community Meeting Agenda

❖Brief Presentation 
❖Breakout Session to Information Tables

Meeting Goal - to identify strengths, challenges and priorities by 
hearing from the neighbors, property owners, operators of 
businesses and others who are invested in the future of the area.



Other Opportunities to Participate
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Interactive Project Website

Online Survey (Leave Your Comments)

Interactive Map (Drop a Pin!)



The Area We’re Studying

SW Gainesville Planning Study • Community Meeting • September 16, 2026

Key Assets:
• Centralized location
• Proximity to major roads, 

employment, retail and 
educational hubs 

• Transit service
• Public facilities 
• Future City Park 

Central Location 
& 

Unique Opportunities
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Area History

❖ Mostly pasture and vacant until 
I-75 construction

❖ Primarily developed in 1970s 
through early 2000s 

❖ Annexed in 2002 
❖ No planning study of this area 

since annexation



You Know This Area From Everyday Experience

Maybe there’s a place you avoid walking. A street or intersection that could work better. 
A place you wish had something it doesn’t. 

Or maybe there are things about the neighborhood that you really like and want to see preserved.

What Works Well?
What do you value?

What Needs 
Attention?

What could be improved?

What Should We 
Consider?

What opportunities should be 
considered for the future?
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We Want to Hear From You



The study will examine how the different pieces of Southwest Gainesville work together.

Existing Development & 
Neighborhoods

Housing 

Community Assets
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Key Study Topics & Areas Needed for Community Input

Transportation
Land Use and Zoning

Infrastructure

Opportunities and Challenges

Community Vision
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Last SLIDE NEW 
TITLE ‘MAJOR 
TAKEAWAYS’

82%

Developed Land
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5 RTS routes 

serve the area

Bus stop activity is 

70% higher than 

the systemwide 

average

94% are within walking 

distance (1/4 mile) of a 

transit stop
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Currently Identified Sidewalk 
& Street Needs 
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Issues and Opportunities

IMPROVEMENTS 
ARE NEEDED TO 

SERVE AREA

OPPORTUNITY 
FOR SMART INFILL 

GROWTH

OPPORTUNITY TO 
MODERNIZE AND 
EXPAND HOUSING 

CHOICES

MEET FUTURE 
DEMAND AND 

MAINTAIN 
HOUSING 

AFFORDABILITY

NEIGHBORHOOD 
RETAIL AND 

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 
NEEDED IN THE 

STUDY AREA

IMPROVE 
CONNECTIONS 

BETWEEN 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

AND PUBLIC 
STREETS



How Your Input Will Be Used

Community 
Input

Community Meeting
+

Interactive Website

→

Analyze 
Community 

Priorities

→

Identify 
Opportunities 

& 
Areas for 

Improvement

→ Present Planning 
Recommendations
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Schedule of Meetings

→



Other Opportunities to Participate
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Interactive Project Website

Online Survey (Leave Your Comments)

Interactive Map (Drop a Pin!)



Now It’s Your Turn!
Visit the four discussion tables and share your local insight.

Thank you for sharing your ideas, concerns, and priorities.

What should we preserve?
What could be improved?
What future opportunities should be 
considered?

Where are the challenges?
Where are connections missing?
What improvements should be 
prioritized?

What assets are most important?
What should be preserved or enhanced?
What do you hope the area looks and 
feels like in the future?

Ask questions, get information and share 
your input about the SW Study Area.



Thank you!
Any Questions?
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